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A WORD ABOUT FAIRS,

September is emphatically the month of |
fudes.  Fadr time i8 s season that every fivm-
er shonld look forward to with plessare. It
is the holiday season in the farmer's year:
and it should be enjoysd not only by the
farmer himself, but by his hived men, his
children, and most of all by his weary wife.
Welike the iden of shutting np hovse and-all
going to fir.  Whatever ohjections there
may be to patronizing most of the peranbu-
Inting shows that freguent the conntry, none
should exist to patronizing the loval fane, It
is an exhibition of the products of the connty
neighborhood, an ilnstention of the in-
dustry wnd progress of the yeuar,

or
It is sn oe-
vision when the furnue's worth to the com-
munity 18 best npprecinted; ot fude time, iF st
no other, the farmer ean vegard himself s
the ogul of other men.

Grave olyections  have been nrged agaiust

the muanner in which most of onr fuirs are
comlueted,  Complaints wre mnde that agri- |

culturad sovictivs do very little for the canse
of agricultare, and that agricultural Giivs are
exhibitions of almost everything except the
productions of the soil; or. st least, thait |
firm products eut but a small figure in these
anninl  gatherings.  Complaints ave also
mwiude that large sums are often pudd to gym-
nasts, acronnuts, and other perforiners;  and
that objectionuble private shows are sdmit-
tedd on the exhibition grounds.

In too muny cases wis st confiss that |

these ohjections are legitimate.  Wae have ul-
ways considered it our duty to denounce these
things so foreign to the original and true
il of an ngrienltaral fuiv, o o holidey for
the agricultuesl population.  Onr position is

so woll Known vpon this guestion that it is|

not necessnry here to state it ot any length,
We beliove that these gntherings are for the

rural people—for the furthering of their in-!

terests, and to contribute to their enjoyment,
If fairs cannot be supported without these
outsule attractions, with their attendant im-
moral influences, then the eause of agricul-
ture can best be subserved without them.
Side shows, outside or inside o fde ground,
are nonuisanee and nosoare.  They helong to
the cirens amd the mensgerie, iF they belong
anywhere, I they ave to be tolernted at all, for
the purpose of getting money into the treasu-
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ever urged in their fuvor, thep et them have |
somo remote corner, fur from the instructive
part of the exhibition, Insteml of perimitting
their proprictors to spremd  theip tents on this |
mwiost nvailabile part of the inclosure, or to
make every day hideons with ealls for pit-|
ronnge,

Pevhaps the geavest objection that ean be
urged agninst the management of fairs is that
things are not done in decency and in ovder.
If an sddress s deliverod it is not anusual
that the volee of the speaker is drawnod by
the ringing of hells that eall people to eat
colil potatoes, tough beef, and dried apple
or by the voviferous sereeching of
some showmen, who annonnees that Prof.
Dare Devil is about to entar the den of per-
forming serpents; or that the highly moral
exhibition of highly tmined monkeys is
remdy to tike plaee.  Loafers aml jockeys
often bWlockads the entrance to the stalls
where the Ginest horses are secnred
ten the walks that lead post the pens of other
anfinals ave in so filthy & eondition thit wo-
men and  ehildreen find it almost impossible
to vigit the various departuients of animals,

As one of the prineipsl oljects of fuirs s o
afford the means of gaining informatmFit!
seems important that conspicuous signs be
pliced over the pens or stalls where animals |
of different hreeds ave confined, that the un-
initinted may know where to ook for every
eliuss of animals.  Not every farmer’s boy,
amd comparatively fow grown porsons engug-
ol in other pursuits than fming, Kinow the
charncteristic differences between the differ-
ent breeds of enttle, horses, swine, sheop amd
ponltry, snd it is mportant that the hest op-
portunities he afforded all sueh to gain the
desived information. A Tiving specimen of a
Shorthorn, Devon or Jersey is worth all the
culs ever published to illustrate the peenlinri= |
ties of ench peculine hreed. It would also be

pies;

anidl wi-

| desienble that conspicnons numes be attnched
o every kind of firuit on exhibition, that nov-

jces may learn at o glonee how to distinguish
them. who are familine with all
these things ave npt to forget that many who
visit fuirs are not able to tell 0 merino sheep
from a Cotswold, snd do not know the differ-
ence botween o Concord  and w Black Tam-
burg grape.  Thore is a difference of opinion
regarding the propriety of placing the nane
of exhibitors in connection with their mrticles,
but it is onr helief that it is n good practice,
—rairie Farmer,
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HARVESTING ONIONS,

First we suppose that the seil is a sy
Tosm, well drained, and that the sesd was
plintedd in necnrate rows from 12 1o 18 inchis
apart.  The onions should he gathered when

| the majority of the tops have lost their green

color, but hefore they have hecome dey, e
on n bright, sunny day, when the eavth is
perfectly dry, we commence onr pulling.
Our rows running north and south we com-
mence b the northesst corner,
on our knees between (ke fivst and seconid
rows, wo pull those of the second vow that

ry, nnd wie helieve this is the only negoment [gpe within easy reach and lay them with

their topa towarids the east, amd the bulbs 4
little west of the second row.  We next pull
those from the thivd and fourth rows, hiying
themw with those of the secomd with the tops
to the esst: the fivst row is then pilled,
turned and Inad in the same way, thus leay-
ing bohind us nostmight windrow, with the
tops lying in the same divection; then com-
mencing at the south end hetween the sev-
enth and eighth rows, we pull the seventh
row and Iny them with their tops to the

west: we now pull the sixth, fifth and eighth |

in the same did the thivd,
fourth and fivst, thus forming o second wind-
row with the bulbs towards those of the fivst.
The reasons for pulling them in this order
are, that we ean top the onions much more
ceonomienlly if they are laid with their tops
in the same direction in the windrow, and
the windrows are placed in pairs, the balbs
townrds each other.  And I think that in no
other way vian we seoure this arrangemaoent
so ensily ns hy the pian soggested ; two rows
of each four being sunply pulled into posi-
tion without turning; the thivd row receives
all the turning needed by the motion of pull-
ing, while only one row  has to be earvied in
front of the body sud tueped by s sepamte
motion.

The onions are left in the windrow tor
from two to eight diys, or until the tops are
thoronghly dricd,

In the meantime  the hromd spree between
the windrows should be hosd nond the weeds
raked off, thus removing a grent many secds
which if left would make trouble the next
yeur.  When the tops ave thoroughly dry
they shonld be ent off.
provide ourselves with o large pruning knife,
il sopair of sheep or of common shears and
commencing at the south end of the first
windrow we eut off the tops about three-
fouvths of an inch from the halbs, tossing or
rolling the bulbs to the centre of the spaee
htween this und the next windvow. The
second windrow is then topped in the same
winy, the balbs forming, with those from the
first, a double windrow. While topping, the
advantages of having the onions placed in
the way snggested will be evulent, ns each
onion can be seraped with the loft hand,
topped with knife or shears fn the vight, ad
thrown into the new windrow without any
turmng or loss of motion, the avtion becom-
ing almost antomatie,

While doing this, the onions ean be easily

rows WAY We

For this purpose we |
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the littey I!ll'_\' shonld be put into venti-
Inted harreels, which may be miade by cutting
with  shiurp hatchet o few holes about two
mehes square butweon the wider staves.  In
filling the barrels they shonld be partinlly
filled while lying on their sides, so as to
bruise the bhulbs ns little as possible. 1 they
(ave to he stored the best place is a shed or
| barn floor, the aim being to keop them dry
ad at a low unitorm tempeeature.  They
shonld not be spread or piled docper than
about eightoen inches or two foot, ns they
nre linble to heat and sprout, 1T any signs of
sprouting should appear, the lot should be
raked over, and any damp or sprouted onions
removed toa still dryer place.  The onions
eian remain in the barn or shed throngh the
winter, enve being tnken to keep them per-
fectly dry, and just before freczing to remove
any damp, decayed or spronting ones.  On
the approach of cold weather they should be
covered with two or three feot of straw, and
we should earefully avoid moving or yarving
them in the least while frozen, ns even the
Ljar of n slimming door will induce deeay in
Cmny that wonld otherwise keep perfectly
| well.—Cor, Prairic furmer.
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LARGE CHEESES,

| A North Chester correspondent  says:—
“The mmmmoth cheese constrocted  Jast
l\\'uvk consumed 7165 pounds of milk, and
[necording to best computations will weigh
{715 ponnds whenoured,  We claim the lnrgest
vheese in the known world,  Our cheeso fae-
tory has proved a suecess from the start,
over 200 cheese, avernging 35 pounds vach,
[having been already manufactured, though
[ the building wis not completed till guite e
Lin the senson.”
i A cheese weighing 715 pounids is a big one,
{but New York® rather takes it down. A
| mammoth cheese, weighing 3000 pouds,
| fromy one day’s milking of 2200 cows, yielding
| 10,405 gnllons, manufactured in Erie County,
N. Y., has been deposited for exhibition in

the internntionnl  industrinl  exhibition at
Buffalo.  Chester must try, try agnin,
— — e —

The Vermont State Fair which was held
Lt St Johnshury this week does not appeny
to lawve been an mprovement over those
previously held in that State.  The death of
Henry Keyes, Judge Colbmen and Edwin
Hwmmond, the men who gave the society
life, is having an oflect upon the prosperity

| The onions shonld be left in the double wind-

Getting up-

sssorted, the finer anes being thrown fully to
the center, while the smaller are kept near
the outside of the windvow, and any green or
imperteet ones are left with the tops. If
while in windrows the onious are exposed
to u shower, or long continned damip weath-
or, they should pot be disturbed until nfter
the ground becomes dry, when if any signs of
sprouting or second growth appear, they
should be stivred Jwith u common hay rake,

of the society. In looking over the reports
for the Boston daily papers of this and other
fnirs that have been held, wo are struck with
the incompetency of the men who are sent
out to make the reports.  They seem to know
wmore about ward eancuses and horse trots
than they know sbhout agrioulture,  Tn fact
they have about as much fitness for the busi-
ness us Judas had for heaven.—Homestead,

rows for from four to twelve days, or until
they wre thoroughly cuved, which will be in-

A newly elected and ambitious Texan con-
stable bonsted that he could * elean out ™ ev-

dieated by the outer skin flsking off, |‘-'~“'i“§|u|‘y inhabitant of the state.  He began on one
u bright, hard surfhes beneath.  As soon n8 | MeCnbe, and was killed before trying his
cured they should be marketed or stored, if| pand on the rest of the census,



